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Barr Systems releases BHCS 7.3.1.23 

Barr Systems has released BHCS 7.3.1.23, adding support for the latest 
Server 2025 Operating System.  BHCS now supports all Microsoft-
supported Server O/S, as well as Windows 11. 

The BHCS 7.3.x stream is now fully 64-bit and the BHCS 7.1.x 32-bit 
stream will undergo no new development or support.  This marks the end 
of two program streams, catering for the transition between 32 and 64-bit 
O/S. 

With the removal of mainstream support for Windows 10 in November 
2025, there are no longer any 32-bit O/S receiving support from Microsoft.  
Accordingly, the 32-bit 7.1.x BHCS stream is now also out of support from 
Barr Systems. 

Customers still running BHCS 7.1.x are strongly encouraged to upgrade to 
the 7.3.x platform as soon as possible.  Barr Systems can assist with 
additional (free) license activations to ease the transition by enabling 32-bit 
and 64-bit systems to run side by side. 

Parallel running of the “old” and “new” software in this fashion allows a 
selection of jobs to be sent through both and compared at all stages of 
receipt/spooling/output.  This provides a high level of confidence that there 
will be no surprises (and provides an immediate fall-back position, should 
any be found!). 

Customers should avail themselves of the opportunity to upgrade their O/S 
to a supported release, achieving compliance with standard business 
practices.  A completely new system with latest O/S and BHCS software is 
much easier to test against an unchanged BHCS 7.1.x system, with almost 
no downside. 

The alternative, upgrading both the Server O/S and BHCS software before 
testing, provides no fallback if an issue is found (definitely NOT best 
practice). 

Atac can assist with planning and helpful advice to transition you to the 
latest BHCS software, running on a fully supported platform, for FREE.  
We’ve done it many, many times before, with no loss of functionality, as all 
settings are migrated intact. 

Call Atac today to discuss the steps to take to achieve a perfect migration, 
with zero risk. 
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BHCS 7.3.x Feature Additions 

BHCS 7.3.x includes: 

Notifications, a free module that sends email alerts and notifications using 
standard Simple Mail Transfer Protocol (SMTP). 

Alerts can be sent for errors as they occur.  These can be filtered by module, 
including Printing, Spooler, RJE, NJE, LPD, Channel and Print Utility.  Custom 
email notifications can be sent for other events (e.g. RJE getting disconnected 
from the mainframe, a job failing to print).  Notifications can also be triggered by a 
specific message ID from the Operator Console. 

Multiple group email addresses can be specified, with the ability to dedicate each 
group to a different set of notifications.  The Message subject and content can be 
customised using templates.  When multiple alerts occur in rapid succession, 
excessive alert prevention helps to combine them, which avoids excessive 
emails. 

All BHCS Operator Console log messages are routed to a SQL database, 
providing new ways to view, search and store BHCS history.  Either Microsoft 
SQL Server or SQL Server Express are required, as well as an SMTP email 
provider (e.g. Microsoft Exchange, Gmail, ISP). 

Notifications is included free in BHCS 7.2.2.34 and higher. 

BHCS 7.3.x includes: 

Remote Spool Window (RSW) provides a secure environment with assignable 
rights for each user, and most of the functionality provided by the BHCS Spool 
and Retain Windows.  Multiple RSWs may exist concurrently. 

Every BHCS system includes one free RSW license; more can be purchased to 
provide multi-user, simultaneous viewing and management of BHCS from several 
locations.  RSW is offered as a separate download from BHCS as it may be 
installed in multiple locations. 

BHCS 7.3.x includes: 

Print FICON allows you to physically connect your Windows-based computer to 
your mainframe channel.  It emulates multiple mainframe-attached printers and 
allows you to print from the mainframe via a fibre optic (FICON Channel) 
connection. 

Print FICON receives print data via one or more logical “channels” (each 
analogous to a printer), splits it into individual reports, extracts banner info for 
identification and feeds it all into BHCS. 

FICON (16 Gigabits/sec) is the next generation of Channel-Attachment from a 
mainframe, after ESCON (17 Megabytes/sec) and before that Bus & Tag (4.5 
MegaBits/sec). 

BHCS 7.3.x includes: 

NJE/IP 

NJE is a software module of BHCS that provides a powerful way to exchange 
print and job data sets with IBM mainframes in a peer-to-peer network.  By 
providing access to more than 200 information fields (such as JOBNAME, 
FORMNAME, FCBNAME, UCSNAME, Priority and Class), it allows you to build 
customised job routing rules and take control of your document distribution. 

NJE/IP is NJE over TCP/IP (or HPR/IP – High Performance Routing over IP).  All 
communications between Barr and the HOSTs are performed using standard 
Internet connections and routers, i.e. no specialised SNA routers are required at 
each end of a dedicated leased line, as was previously the case. 

Contact Atac to discuss your move to BHCS 7.3.x today. 
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Barr and Output Manager Integration 

Many Output Manager users also have Barr Host Communications Suite 
(BHCS) machines. 

Typically, BHCS is used to transport print data from the client site, then 
Output Manager is used to enhance the print.  In some cases, BHCS then 
picks up the enhanced print and transports it to one or more specialised 
printers, or off to branch offices. 

Barr transport options are the fastest available, and cater for almost any 
client infrastructure.  If a client is mainframe based, RJE or NJE may be 
used to output with BHCS receiving it at the print site.  If channel-attached 
printers are being outsourced with the print, Barr has channel extension 
hardware to catch-and-forward the print, as well as directly connecting to 
the channel-attached printers and feeding them at the print site (at rated 
speed). 

Barr also has high-speed TCP/IP transport options with Compression and 
Encryption to safeguard print data as it is transferred. 

Output Manager enhancements can include adding integrity (barcodes), 
sorting and grouping for co-enveloping and postal discounts, adding or 
replacing logos, virtual personalised inserts, colour etc.  Output Manager 
can also help to achieve compliance with current legislation for legacy print 
streams. 

Applications putting out AFP or Xerox (legacy) print streams are 
sometimes “frozen”; programmers have long left; nobody is sure the 
current source code IS the current source code etc.  Yet Government 
legislation sometimes mandates changes to this legacy output which must 
be implemented in relatively short timeframes. 

Output Manager can ingest a print stream, make any required changes 
and then output the revised print, in the original PDL (Page Description 
Language) or any other. 

BHCS is often used to pick up the revised print from a shared folder and 
print it directly to a specialised printer or forward it to a branch office, local 
or overseas, for subsequent actions. 

So, think BHCS for Transport and Output Manager for Transformation.  
Both products are best-of-breed, with rapid-response support in your time 
zone. 

The combination provides complete client-to-printer capabilities, 
incorporating secure and rapid transport along with unlimited document 
enhancements (added value) and one-stop support for the entire process. 

Contact Atac today to discuss Barr and Output Manager working together 
in your environment. 
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Q & A 

Q.  Is BHCS 7.1.x OK to use with Server 2019? 

A.  NO.  In fact, BHCS 7.1.x is NOT OK to use with any currently supported O/S.  

The BHCS 32-bit 7.1 stream was released even before Windows 10 came out in 
2019 and is now unsupported. 

Windows 11, Server 2019, Server 2022 and Server 2025 all require BHCS 
7.3.1.18 or higher – the latest release is 7.3.1.23.  This software is 64-bit, and is 
necessary for the use of NJE/IP, Print FICON and Remote Spool Window (RSW) 
features. 

Q. Can BHCS Transform/View a Xerox LCDS print stream? 

A.  Yes.  BHCS has an add-on module called Adept which provides 

Transformation and Viewing capabilities for Xerox, PS, PDF and PCL print 
streams. 

Q.  We sent our Purchase Order through a couple of weeks ago, but have yet to 

receive updated BHCS licenses. 

A. Barr Systems will ONLY release updated BHCS licenses when payment has 

actually hit our bank.  A Purchase Order (or even a copy of the bank transfer 
paperwork) is not sufficient.  A bank transfer can take 2-3 days for funds to 
appear in our account, so please allow for this time when scheduling your 
payments. 

Subscribe 
If you would like us to send a copy of this newsletter to additional people, send us 

an email containing their email address(es). 

Previous recent newsletters can be accessed at www.atac.com.au/newsletters.  

Unsubscribe 
If you would prefer not to receive this newsletter, send us an email. 

Atac’s Privacy Policy 
At Atac we value your input, and we keep it private.  We will never make any of 
this information available to any other company, nor will it be sold or traded in any 
way. 
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